ACS WASC POSTSECONDARY
DOCUMENTATION AND JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT

For proper processing, please complete the following information:
	     
     

Chair Name
Name and City of School Visited

     
     
     

Chair’s Work Phone 
Chair’s Home Phone
Alt. number during end of June (if applicable)

     

Email address (if applicable)


Complete the Narrative Rationale for each standard. Check the box of the rating that best fits the results of the self‑study and the visit that was selected through Visiting Team dialogue and consensus. [To check a box, double click on the box and select the “Checked” box value.]

· Highly Effective: The results of the self-study and the visit provide evidence that this factor has had a high degree of impact on student learning, the school’s program and the school’s operation.

· Effective: The results of the self-study and the visit provide evidence that this factor has had a satisfactory level of impact on student learning, the school’s program, and the school’s operation.

· Somewhat Effective: The results of the self-study and the visit provide evidence that this factor has had a limited impact on student learning, the school’s program, and the school’s operation.

· Ineffective: The results of the self-study and the visit provide evidence that this factor has had little or no impact on student learning, the school’s program, and the school’s operation.

ACS WASC Criterion 1:  Institutional Mission and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes

The institution demonstrates a strong commitment to its mission, emphasizing student achievement. The school communicates its mission internally and externally. Schoolwide Learner Outcomes (SLOs) are developed and reviewed annually to ensure that they are current and relevant.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 2:  Organizational Infrastructure and School Leadership

The institution utilizes the contributions of leadership throughout the organization to provide for continuous improvement. The organizational structure and roles of governance are clearly defined and designed to facilitate decisions that support student learning and improve institutional effectiveness. The governing body enables the administrator/director to implement policy and lead the institution effectively.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 3:  Faculty and Staff

The institution employs qualified personnel to support student learning programs and services to ensure institutional effectiveness. Personnel are treated equitably, evaluated regularly, and provided opportunities for professional development that impact student learning.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 4:  Curriculum

The institution demonstrates a conscious effort to support student learning through the development of a challenging, coherent, and relevant curriculum that allows all students the opportunity to reach Schoolwide Learner Outcomes (SLOs). The school’s curriculum reveals its mission and SLOs and connects directly to current student learning needs. The school pursues current, research-based curriculum development information to keep its programs relevant and effective.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 5:  Instructional Program

The instructional staff uses research-based instructional strategies and teaching methodologies that engage students at high levels of learning and allow them to achieve Schoolwide Learner Outcomes and course objectives. Faculty members are given ongoing training in various instructional strategies that allows them to address the varied learning styles of students in their classrooms.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 6:  Use of Assessment

The instructional staff uses established assessment procedures to design, administer, deliver, and evaluate courses, programs, and student learning levels. The institution recognizes the central role of its faculty for improving courses and programs through the assessment instruments and practices used in the school. Assessment is used to measure student progress, to modify learning approaches, and to carry out institutional planning and ongoing school improvement.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 7:  Student Support Services

The institution recruits and admits students who are able to benefit from its programs. Student support services address the identified needs of students and create a supportive learning environment. The entire student pathway through the institutional experience is characterized by a concern for student access, progress, learning, and success. The institution systematically assesses student support services using Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, faculty, staff, and student input and other appropriate measures in order to improve the effectiveness of these services.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 8:  Resource Management

Financial resources are sufficient to support student learning programs and services. The distribution of resources supports the development, maintenance, and enhancement of programs and services. The institution plans and manages its financial affairs with integrity and in a manner that ensures financial stability. The level of financial resources provides a reasonable expectation of both short-term and long-term financial solvency.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 9:  Community Connection
The institution seeks to enhance its educational effectiveness by developing close partnerships and relationships with community members. Connections within the community provide students with expanded learning experiences, including additional educational or vocational opportunities.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


ACS WASC Criterion 10:  Action Plan for Continuing Improvement

The institution uses the self-study process to identify key issues that are inserted into a schoolwide Action Plan that governs school improvement activities and events. The schoolwide Action Plan is used regularly, reviewed annually, and monitored consistently by the governing body to ensure continuing school improvement.

Visiting Committee Rating:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Highly Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective
Narrative Rationale:
	     


Institution Purpose:  The institution has clarified its mission statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes so that there is unity and commitment by all stakeholders to support student meeting overarching school goals.

Visiting Committee Rating:    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Highly Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective 

Narrative Rationale: 
	     


Capacity to Implement the Action Plan:  The institution has the commitment and will to implement the Action Plan and monitor its progress effectively.

Visiting Committee Rating:    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Highly Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective 

Narrative Rationale: 
	     


Success in Addressing Past Key Issues:  The institution has shown that it has successfully responded to key issues identified by previous Visiting Committees, thereby giving the Visiting Committee confidence that it will continue its commitment to ongoing school improvement.

Visiting Committee Rating:    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Highly Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Somewhat Effective     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ineffective 

Narrative Rationale: 
	     


Justification Statement

Provide a brief narrative which summarizes the Visiting Committee’s rationale for the recommended status (If there is an unresolved minority opinion, please explain).
In 1–2 pages, please describe:

· Status options seriously considered

· Evidence that weighed most heavily in the final recommendation

· Specifically what status recommendation the Committee is making

· Reasons for the status recommended

· How did the Visiting Committee reach consensus? Please describe in detail how the discussions progressed, what different points of view were offered, and how final consensus was reached

· How the recommended status best supports school improvement

· Re-state clearly the final status recommendation decision.
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