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Category E:  School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth
E1.  Parent and Community Engagement Criterion
The school leadership employs a wide range of strategies to encourage family, business, industry, and community involvement, especially with the learning/teaching process.


Indicators with Prompts
Parent Engagement
E1.1. Indicator: The school implements strategies and processes for the regular involvement of all stakeholder support groups in the learning and teaching process for all students.
E1.1. Prompt: Evaluate the strategies and processes for the regular involvement of the family, and the community, including being active partners in the learning/teaching process. Comment on the effectiveness of involving parents of non-English speaking, special needs and online students.
	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	
	


E2.
  School Culture and Environment Criterion
The school provides a) a safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning and b) develops a culture that is characterized by trust, professionalism, high expectations for all students, and c) maintains a focus on continuous school improvement.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Indicators with Prompts
Safe, Clean, and Orderly Environment
E2.1. Indicator: The school has existing policies and regulations and uses its resources to ensure a safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning, including internet safety and Uniform Complaint Procedures.
E2.1. Prompt: Comment on the effectiveness of the processes and procedures in place (e.g., School Safety Plan), roles and responsibilities for ensuring a safe, clean and orderly learning environment that supports students.

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


High Expectations/Concern for Students
E2.2. Indicator: The school culture demonstrates caring, concern, and high expectations for students in an environment that honors individual differences, social emotional needs, and is conducive to learning.

E2.2. Prompt: Evaluate to what extent the school has created and supported an atmosphere of caring, concern, and high expectations for students in an environment that honors individual differences. Determine how effectively school policies, programs and procedures support student learning by examining information such as: proportionality of discipline data, use of positive behavior strategies by staff, restorative justice practices, celebrations of students’ heritage and ethnicity and other information or practices that support a caring, learning environment.

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


Atmosphere of Trust, Respect, and Professionalism
E2.3. Indicator: The entire school community has an atmosphere of trust, respect, and professionalism.
E2.3. Prompt: Evaluate the degree to which there is evidence of an atmosphere of trust, respect, and professionalism. Examine the quality and consistency of communication and collaboration between and among the school’s leadership, staff and stakeholders.

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


E3.
  Personal and Academic Student Support Criterion

All students receive appropriate academic and multi-tiered support to help ensure student learning, college and career readiness and success. Students with special talents and/or needs have access to a system of personal support services, activities, and opportunities at the school and community.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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Indicators with Prompts
Equitable Academic Support

E3.1. Indicator: Through the use of equitable support all students have access to a challenging, relevant, and coherent curriculum.

E3.1. Prompt: Evaluate the school’s effectiveness in regularly examining demographic distribution of students for disproportionality throughout the class offerings (e.g., master class schedule and class enrollments).

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


Multi-Tiered Support Strategies for Students 
E3.2. Indicator: School leadership develop and implement strategies and personalized multi-tiered support approaches to learning and alternative instructional options.
E3.2 Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the types of strategies and approaches used by the school leadership and staff to develop and implement personalized multi-tiered support system.
	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


E3.2. Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Provide evidence that the processes and strategies are effective for incoming students with regard to orientation or induction and the ongoing monitoring and support of the students to ensure all have a full opportunity for academic success.

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


Multi-Tiered Systems of Support and Impact on Student Learning and Well-Being
E3.3. Indicator: The school leadership and staff ensure that the multi-tiered support system impacts student success and achievement. 
E3.3. Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which the implementation of the multi-tiered support systems impact student learning and well-being. 

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


E3.3. Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which the support system meets the needs of students in the program (e.g., academic and personal counseling, health services), support services and related activities have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning with respect to equity of access, availability of technology and internet. 

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


Co-Curricular Activities

E3.4. Indicator: The school ensures that there is a high level of student involvement in curricular and co-curricular activities that link to schoolwide learner outcomes, academic standards, and college- and career-readiness standards. 

E3.4. Prompt: Evaluate the availability to and involvement of students in curricular and co-curricular activities. Determine the effectiveness of the extent to which co-curricular activities link to the schoolwide learner outcomes and academic standards. Examine the process that the school utilizes to evaluate the level of involvement for all students in a variety of activities.

	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


E3.4. Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the school’s processes to address the needs of socialization for the students and involvement in the school. Provide evidence about the effectiveness of the students’ involvement in school and community activities, such as clubs, yearbook, newsletter, newspaper, field trips, volunteer work, service projects, college courses, etc.
	Findings
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


ACS WASC Category E. School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth:  
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs

Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in Category E are being met. 

Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the school’s ability to address one or more of the preliminary identified major student learning needs (Task 2, Chapter II). 

	Summary (including comments about the preliminary identified major student learner needs)


Prioritize the areas of strength and growth for Category E.

	Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of Strength


	Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of Growth


Online Programs: iNACOL Standard Q: Parents/Guardians: In a quality online program, parents and guardians play an integral part in their students’ educational life. They work as a team with faculty, administrators, guidance services, and organizational support to ensure a quality educational experience for their students. [iNACOL Standard Q, 2009]





Online Programs: iNACOL Standard P: Organizational Support: A quality online program has organizational support to oversee the instructional learning environment as it is conveyed through technology. Some organizational support services may be distributed between the programs and other entities, depending on the physical location where the students are taking their online courses. [iNACOL Standard P, 2009]





Online Programs: iNACOL Standard N: Organizational Support: A quality online program has student support services to address the various needs of students at different levels within the organization. The levels of support are appropriate and adequate for a student’s success. [iNACOL Standard N, 2009]





Online Programs: iNACOL Standard O: Guidance Services: A quality online program has guidance services to support students and parents to ensure success of the online program. Depending on the program, these services are either directly provided by the program or a service provider, or in the case of supplemental programs, these services may be provided by the local school. [iNACOL Standard O, 2009]
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