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·Background of ACS WASC accreditation 

·What is accreditation? 

·Why accreditation is so important? 

·ACS WASC seven accreditation principles 

·Focus on Learning (FOL) Accreditationôs Cycle of Quality 

VSelf-Study 

VThe Visit 

VThe Follow-up or Ongoing Improvement 

·Getting Started: The Initial Visit Process 

·Focus on Learning: a powerful process for school change 

 

ACS WASC Presentation Outline 
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ÅA private, nonprofit, regional accrediting association in the 
United States 

ÅServes schools in California, Hawaii, Pacific Islands, and 
worldwide, especially East Asia (Hague, 1961) 

ÅWorks closely with the U.S. Department of State, Office of 
Overseas Schools  

Accrediting Commission for Schools 
Western Association of Schools and College (ACS WASC) 
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ÅExtends services to over 4,900 pre-K to 12 elementary and 
secondary public and private schools of various types  
(350 in East Asia) 

ÅWorks with 18 other associations in joint processes, such as 
California and Hawaii state departments of education (CDE, 
HIDOE, WCEA, SDA, CIS, ACSI) 

ÅACS WASC Commission (Board) composed of 32 members 
from various organizations 

 

 

 

Accrediting Commission for Schools, WASC 
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ÅThe quality or state of being trustworthy or credible  
όwƻƻǘ ƛǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘέύ 

Å!ƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ /ȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΧ  

ïŀ άƴƻƴ-ƘȅǇŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƴƎέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
that supports high-quality student learning 

ÅEquivalent to a University Educational Course entitled: 
Change 101 

  

What is Accreditation? 
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{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŘŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ōȅΧ 

Ç Increasing what students know 

Ç Increasing what students can do 

Ç Improving how students feel 

Áabout themselves 

Áabout others 

Áabout learning 

 
 

Accreditation: A Value-Added Evaluation 
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ÅAssures a school community school is trustworthy for student 
learning in a global society  

Å±ŀƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ 
worldwide for university acceptance 

ÅFosters ongoing improvement to support learning 

ÅProvides valuable insight from educators visiting the school 

ÅBenefits schools choosing collaborative processes,  
e.g., ACS WASC/CDE 

 

Why Accreditation? 
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ACS WASC Accreditation Cycle 

Focus on 
Learning 
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  Focus on Learning                   School Change 

ACS WASC Accreditation Cycle of Quality  

Built on 

ACS WASC Seven Accreditation Principles 
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1. Accomplishment of school purpose (core beliefs, vision, 
mission) and ǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƛŘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΧ  

 What all students should know, understand 
 and be able to do in order to be globally competent,  

i.e., a global citizen. 

 

 

ACS WASC Seven Accreditation Principles 
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Schoolwide Learner Outcomes 
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ASIJ educates students to be effective 
communicators who... 

 

Express ideas, emotions, and personal experiences clearly 
and creatively through the written and spoken word and 
through the arts.  

Listen critically with understanding and empathy. 

 

Sample Schoolwide Learner Outcome 
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SAS students will be global-minded citizens whoΧ 

 
Act with the future in mind 

Embrace diversity  

9ƴƎŀƎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
compassion, empathy, and tolerance 

Respect and support family and community 

Protect and advocate for local and global environments 

 

 

EAGLES:  Schoolwide Learner Outcomes 
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SAS students will be literate individuals whoΧ 

 

Are multi-lingual  

Articulate communicators in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and through artistic expression 

Can analyze information to create new knowledge and 
understandings 

Are literate in information and communication technologies 

 

EAGLES:  Schoolwide Learner Outcomes 
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SAS students will be ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΧ 

 

Apply content knowledge and skills in authentic situations 

Strive for academic excellence 

Can express themselves through sound, movement and 
image 

Apply skills and knowledge to broader systems 

Reason soundly and critically 

EAGLES:  Schoolwide Learner Outcomes (excerpts) 
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2. High achievement of all students based on schoolwide 
learner outcomes/curricular standards 

ACS WASC Seven Accreditation Principles 
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3. Use of multiple ways to analyze data about student 
achievement 

 

 

ACS WASC Seven Accreditation Principles (cont.) 
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4. Program evaluation in relation to schoolwide learner 
outcomes, standards and research-based ACS WASC 
criteria and indicators 

 

ACS WASC Seven Accreditation Principles (cont.) 


