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Getting Started with WASC: The Initial Visit Process 

WASC Focus on Learning 
On Target for 21st Century Schools 

 
 

Accrediting Commission for Schools 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
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·Background of WASC accreditation 

·What is accreditation? 

·Why accreditation is so important? 

·WASC  seven accreditation principles 

·Focus on Learning (FOL) Accreditationôs Cycle of Quality 

VSelf-Study 

VThe Visit 

VThe Follow-up or Ongoing Improvement 

·Getting Started: The Initial Visit Process 

·Focus on Learning: A Powerful Process for School Change 

 

 

 

WASC Presentation Outline 
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ÅA private, nonprofit, regional accrediting association in the 
United States 

ÅServes schools in California, Hawaii, Pacific Islands, and 
worldwide, especially East Asia (The Hague, 1961) 

ÅComposed of three commissions 

ïAccrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and 
Universities, e.g., Stanford University 

ïAccrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges, e.g., San Francisco Community College 

ïAccrediting Commission for Schools 
 

Western Association of Schools and College (WASC) 
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ÅWorks closely with the U.S. Department of State, Office of 
Overseas Schools 

ÅExtends services to over 4,500 pre-K to 12 elementary and 
secondary public and private schools of various types  
(225 in East Asia) 

ÅWorks with 16 other associations in joint processes, such as   
California and Hawaii state departments of education (CDE, 
HDOE, WCEA, SDA, CIS, ACSI, NLSA, and CAIS)  

ÅWASC Commission (Board) composed of 32 members from  
various organizations 

 

 

 

Accrediting Commission for Schools, WASC 
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WASC Accreditation: An Ongoing Journey 



Accrediting Commission for Schools, WASC:   A Focus on Learning © ACS WASC 

6 

ÅThe quality or state of being trustworthy or credible  
όwƻƻǘ ƛǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘέύϝ 

Å!ƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ  /ȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΧ  

ïa non-ƘȅǇŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƴƎέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
that supports high-quality student learning 

ÅEquivalent to a University Educational Course entitled: 
Change 101 

*Dr. John Stoops, MSA 

  

What is Accreditation? 
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{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŘŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ōȅΧ 

Ç  Increasing what students know 

Ç  Increasing what students can do 

Ç  Improving how students feel 

Áabout themselves 

Áabout others 

Áabout learning 

 
Dr. Donald G. Haught 

     Retired WASC Executive Director 

 

Accreditation: A Value Added Evaluation 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.camelotrealtygroup.biz/value_added_services.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.camelotrealtygroup.biz/value_added_services.htm&usg=__eHEl-qA-TfJUHedRZqKSXVGBCv4=&h=923&w=1062&sz=107&hl=en&start=21&zoom=1&tbnid=iXUzf_bAvjHz-M:&tbnh=130&tbnw=150&ei=c8RaTuClAtPXiAL-y7GzCQ&prev=/search?q=value+added&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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üAssures a school community school is trustworthy for student 
learning in a global society  

ü±ŀƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ 
worldwide for university acceptance 

üFosters ongoing improvement to support learning 

üProvides valuable insight from educators visiting the school 

üBenefits schools choosing collaborative processes,  
e.g., WASC/CDE 

 

Why Accreditation? 
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WASC FOL Accreditation Cycle of Quality 

 

Assess 

Plan 

Implement 
 

Follow-
up 
 

Self-
Study 

 

 
Visit 

 

Reassess 
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  Focus on Learning                   School Change 

WASC Accreditation Cycle of Quality  

Built on 

WASC Seven Accreditation Principles 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.playingiseducational.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/blocks.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.playingiseducational.info/early-childhood-activities/291-longevity-of-building-blocks/&usg=__6-h7w9A9fazs8T9BDb-ZwtElaWo=&h=371&w=450&sz=16&hl=en&start=11&zoom=1&tbnid=EIpHovShQo3gBM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=127&ei=nktZToDNKoXniAKCx6mdCQ&prev=/search?q=building+blocks&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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1. Accomplishment of school purpose (core beliefs, vision, 
mission) and ǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƛŘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΧ  

 What all students should know, understand 
 and be able to do in order to be globally competent, i.e.,  

a global citizen. 

 

 

WASC Seven Accreditation Principles 
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Characteristics:  

ωInclude current learning needs and global 
competencies/21st century skills 

ωFor all students 

ωInterdisciplinary (within all subjects) 

ωAssessable 

 

 

 

 

Schoolwide Learner Outcomes 


