Accrediting Commission for Schools
Western Association of Schools and Colleges

Getting Started with WASC: The Initial Visit Proces

WASC Focus on Learning
On Target for 23 Century Schools
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Background of WASC accreditation
What is accreditation?
Why accreditation is so important?

WASC seven accreditation principles
Focus on Learning (FOL) Accreditat®Cycle of Quality

V SeltStudy

V The Visit

V The Followup or Ongoing Improvement

Getting Started: The Initial Visit Process

Focus on Learning: A Powerful Process for School Change
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A A private, nonprofit, regional accrediting association in the
United States

A Serves schools in California, Hawaii, Pacific Islands, and
worldwide, especially East Asia (The Hague, 1961)

A Composed of three commissions

I Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and
Universities, e.g., Stanford University

I Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior
Colleges, e.g., San Francisco Community College

I Accrediting Commission for Schools
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is

A Works closely with the U.S. Department of State, Office of
Overseas Schools

A Extends services to over 4,500 pieto 12 elementary and
secondary public and private schools of various types
(225 in East Asia)

A Works with 16 other associations in joint processes, such as
California and Hawaii state departments of education (CDE,
HDOE, WCEA, SDA, CIS, ACSI, NLSA, and CAIS)

A WASC Commission (Board) composed of 32 members from
various organizations
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A The quality or state of being trustworthy or credible
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that supports highquality student learning

A Equivalent to a University Educational Course entitled:
Change 101

*Dr. John Stoops, MSA
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Accreditation: A Value Added Evaluation

Accr ion

%
)

reditin
Scf
S —

<

{OK22f& I RR @I f dz©
Increasing what students know
Increasing what students can do
Improving how students feel

A about themselves

, O
A about others \‘3

A about learning

O O O

Dr. Donald G. Haught
Retired WASC Executive Director
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Why Accreditation?
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0 Assures a school community schooligstworthy for student
learning in a global society
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worldwide for university acceptance

U Fosters ongoing improvement to support learning
U Provides valuable insight from educators visiting the school

U Benefits schools choosing collaborative processes,
e.g., WASC/CDE
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WASC FOL Accreditation Cycle of Quality

Assess

Reassess

Implement
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Focus on Learning¢s) School Change

WASC Accreditation Cycle of Quality

Built on

.

WASC Seven Accreditation Principles
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4= WASC Seven Accreditation Principles

1. Accomplishment of school purpose (core beliefs, yision,
mission)and OK2 2f 6 ARS £ SI N} SNJ 2 dz
What all students should know, understand

and be able to do in order to be globally competent, i.e.,
a global citizen.
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Characteristics:

w Include current learning needs and global
competencies/2% century skills

w For all students
w Interdisciplinary (within all subjects)
w Assessable
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